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the younger people ; how they try to put down talent in
others ; how jealous they feel of anyone coming up ; how
they spoil their own work by not taking steps to hand it on ;

etc. All she said was very true. I know this unhappy trait
amongst us only too well.

A DOMESTIC LESSON

My first baby came in 1916. Soon after the event
Mrs. Besant visited Benares. My father was not here, and
she asked me to bring my wife439 and baby to her at
Shanti Kunj; and so my wife and I went with the baby and
fruits and flowers. Mrs. Besant took the baby in her lap-
and I stood behind the baby's head. The baby turned;

its eyeballs backward as babies will, to see a familiar figure.
Mrs. Besant told me never to stand behind a baby's head.'
like that, for that hurts the baby's eyes ; but always in
front. Mrs. Besant knew ail these things also. I have
passed on the information to many careless Indian parents-
after that, with what effect I know not. In England Mrs.
Besant introduced me to her son, Mr. Digby Besant^ a-
wealthy businessman, about whom Mrs. Besant said one day at
table at Miss Bright's : " Digby is becoming shamelessly rich ".-
I met her daughter, Mrs. Besant-Scott43913, and granddaughter,
Miss Besant-Scott, also at the self-same table. I met them
only once or twice; and though with Mrs. Besant the bonds
of our family were very strong, there were no continu-
ing bonds between the two families as such, as would'
surely have been the case if both the families had been.
Indian.